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THE  THEEE BEOTHE&S1
THEEB was once a, man who had three sons,' and no
other possessions beyond* the house in which he lived.
Now the father loved his three sons equally, so that he
could not make up his mind which of them should have
the house after his death, because he did not wish to
favour any one more than vthe others. And he did not
want to sell the house, Kecause it had belonged 'to his
family for generations ; otherwise he could have divided
the money equally amongst them. At last an idea struck
him, and he said to his sons : ' You must all go out into
the world, and look about you, and each learn a trade,
and then, when you return, whoever can produce the best
masterpiece shall have the house,'
The sons were quite satisfied. The eldest wished to
be a blacksmith, the second a barber, and the third a
fencing-master. They appointed a time when they were
to return home, and then they all set out.
It so happened that each found a good master, where
he learnt all that was necessary for his trade in the best
possible way. The blacksmith had to shoe the king's
horses, and thought to himself, *' Without doubt the
house will be yours !' The barber shaved the best men
in the kingdom, and he, too, made sure that the house
would be his. The fencing-master received many a blow,
but he set his teeth, and would not allow himself to be
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1 Translated from the German of the Brothers Grimm,